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According to the British Retail Consortium, in March this year it
recorded the worst fall in sales since records began in 1996. Total
sales were down 1.9% compared to a year ago and like for like sales
were down 3.5%. Not only that but internet sales which had
increased in February by 10.4% compared to a year ago, it found
this rate of increase had fallen to 7.5% in March. Perhaps this is all
to be expected bearing in mind the savage and continuing cuts in
public spending.

Interestingly at the same time, Research group Springboard found
that footfall in town centres across the UK rose by 7.8% in March
compared with February and that 2.8% more people were visiting
these centres compared to 12 months ago. Perhaps these are
indications of the green shoots of recovery for our battered town
centres?

However, retailers did not know what was going to happen in April
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retailers are facing difficulties paying rents which can be
artificially high. No doubt this is in part due to the effect of the
upwards only rent review clause which appears in most
leases. Some retailers had the foresight to negotiate the
inclusion of break clauses in their leases. On the assumption
that they have been able to operate these clauses effectively,
these retailers have been able to negotiate new leases on
their premises at substantially reduced rents. L e thope that
Mary Portas can inject some new life into these centres.

On a lighter note, | attended together with other PPN members
and alumni the CEM/PPN Garden Party at Shinfield Grange in
Reading. One of our members, Martin Nicholls, has written a
great article on the d ay éwents which appears in this
Newsletter. | merely wish to add that we were admirably
entertained by the College and under the tutelage of Gordon
Fogg | played my first game of croquet in many years!

which appeared to be a continuous stream of public holidays and |
am sure many of us could become quite accustomed to the idea of a
four day week!

Finally, | also attended a CEM alumni event at Car pent er ¢
Hall in the City. Apart from an excellent review on the history
of the Hall by past Master John Wheeler; there were also most
interesting presentations given by Marianne Suhr on
6 Cons eranad the Media: Friend or F o e arl Martin
Ashley on the major restoration of an elevation within
Buckingham Palace Quadrangle.

Against expectations retail sales were up 5.2% on a like for like basis
from April 2010. No doubt the fine weather and the Royal Wedding
all played their part, but it makes it difficult for retailers to estimate
how much stock they should purchase. Who would want to be a
retailer in these difficult times?

Mike Whitson

In any event, town centre retail is struggling and whilst the picture is Chairman

not uniform for the country, vacancy rates are rising and many

Future events

Outline Programme of events for 2011

Information and booking forms of these and other events being organised will be
sent out to all members in the near future.

IN THIS NEWSLETTER

AAnnual Luncheon at the House of Lords

AGolf at Temple

ASite Visit to One New Change,

Cheapside, London EC4 Please note certain visits will offer a limited number of places. In these cases,
bookings with payment will need to be made by post, with confirmation by email
(savage_madeleine@hotmail.com) or phone (01474 812921) as soon as you

receive the forms in order to secure a place(s).

ASpring Luncheon with the Lunchtime
Comment Club

ASite Tour of the Olympic Park Fri 24 June Reunion Lunch for BSc (Estate Management) Club Members
ALCC May Luncheon Tues 5 July/ Churchill War Rooms Private Tour - £36pp
ACEM PPN Garden Party & CPD Seminar Mon 18 July
ATour of the St Botolph Building, Fri 26 Aug  Golf at Temple
London EC3 Bacon rolls, 18 holes and Lunch - £70pp
AGol at Tyrrellds Wod Fri 14 Oct Annual Luncheon at the House of Lords

Sponsor: Baroness Cumberlege
A3cpPD

Details of further events organised by CEM, LCC and 3CPD Ltd can be found on
the full Programme of Events available from the PPN Membership Secretary or via
the websites listed at the end of the Newsletter.

AClosing Dates for CEM Courses
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PPN events

Annual Luncheon at the House of Lords i 15 October 2010

Apparently it is unusual as | have been asked as a
guest to pen a short note of my impressions of the PPN
Annual Lunch at the House of Lords in October.

Entry to public buildings today has become an
occupational hazard and the HOL is no exception i
probably the equivalent of entry to some Third World
despotic state i but certainly reassuring. Drinks on the
terrace on such a pleasant day overlooking the Thames
perhaps explains why our peers are reluctant to close
their House i pity the terrace could not be wider.

The menu was most adventurous for a large
gathering and clearly not designed to expand
obesity i ideal for lunch. Wine complimented the
food admirably although my host (nameless)
considered the white took the enamel off his teeth!
Speeches not political thankfully and surprisingly
short. Table banter very jolly with a diversity of
guests.

A very pleasant occasion and | hope to be invited
again (hint).

Peter Dodd
Member 6s

PPNOSs
Baroness
Jo Valentine

Sp-onsor

Golf at Temple - 5 November 2010

After several postponements the PPN Autumn Golf Day
was finally held on the 5th November at Temple Golf Club.
Despite the lateness of the event the weather was not too
bad with just a little light drizzle now and again and
certainly not enough to spoil the day.

As always the course was in good condition, although this
year the greens were a little slow. With stunning views
across the Berkshire countryside, particularly at this time of
the year, the colours of the trees was just magnificent. The
course has a mixture of some fairly generous fairways for
the high handicappers who could cope with the wind and
some long Par 3's (three of them over 200 yards), with the
10th being a crater where one can only see the green at
the very last moment.

Unfortunately this year we only had 17 members and their
guests attend teeing off from 9.00am which meant that by
2.00 in the afternoon we were all sitting down to an
excellent lunch of either steak and kidney pie or roast pork
followed a choice of apple pie or treacle tart with custard or
ice cream (the writer had both!!).

Scoring overall on stapleford was very close and there
were prizes for the guests and members. Third place for
the guests was Mike Dear with 29 points, second place on
count back with 31 points was Graham Hansen and in first
place also on 31 points was Brian Rowley.

The members scoring was even closer with four
people on 30 points but on count back Andrew
Bidgood was in third place and Jeremy Mortimer
was in second place. The winner with a
magnificent 35 points was Don Ford who also
wins the Don Ford Plate.

John Edgcumbe presenting the
Don Ford Plate to Don Ford!

For you golf fans our next golf day at Temple will
be on Friday 26 August 2011. Check our website
for details of this as well as all our other activities.

Jeremy Mortimer
Treasurer




Site Visit to One New Change, London EC4 i 20 January 2011

On 20 January, PPN was invited to a tour of Land
S e c ur latest degefopment located in the heart of
the City of London, at One New Change.

Our tour took us around the offices, along the various
retail outlets and to the top roof terrace with
impressive views over nearby St P a u [Cathedral and
London skyline. We were given an interesting talk
through the various challenges from construction
phases through to integrating the uses and letting the
individual units.

One New Change is a contemporary building with total
of eight floors comprising offices on the top four floors,
a public terrace at roof level, and shops on the Lower
Ground, Ground and First Floor. It comprises 560,000
sq feet (52,024 sq metres) floor space, with 220,000
sq feet of retail and 330,000 sq feet office.  With
around 60 stores spanning the three floors, it is one of

the largest shopping centres in central London. Having
a mix of uses with offices above the retail is a more
usual concept but the end result here shows how it can
be successfully achieved. It provides large office
floorplates, permeability through the retail floors,
outward facing retail units to keep active frontages on
the main facades and a broad mix of restaurants and
cafes. It also includes a panoramic lift in the middle
giving direct access to views over St Pauls Cathedral.

Designed by architect, Jean Nouvel, the building
has a contemporary but simple design with a unique
glazing system. It has 6,500 floor-to-ceiling glass
panes in varying shades of red, grey and beige of
which 4,300 are unique pieces. No doubt a
nightmare for the construction team!

Helen Greenhalgh
Committee Member

Spring Luncheon with the Lunchtime Comment Club 7 2 March 2011

As with last year we merged our spring lunch with
the Lunchtime Comment Club. Readers may recall
that PPN has an association with this Club and both
of us advertise each 0 t h eevellts

The Lunchtime Comment Club meets four or five
times a year at the RAF Club in Piccadilly and
always has an interesting guest speaker. The cost of
these lunches has been £45 per person and includes
drinks in the bar beforehand together with wine to
accompany the meal. It is, therefore, good value for
money and provides a unique and interesting venue
to dine with friends and business clients. To view the
C | u lvébsite, follow the link on the PPN website.

This year the guest speaker was James Robbins,
diplomatic correspondent for the BBC. James was
educated at Westminster and Christ Church Oxford.
He joined the BBC in 1977 and has been there ever
since in various guises. For instance, from 1987 to
1991 he was their Southern Africa correspondent
based in Johannesburg. Not only did he witness the

release of Nelson Mandela but also had the
privilege of interviewing him. In addition to this
he covered the wars in Angola, Mozambique and
Namibia.

James has also reported from the United Nations
in New York, Afghanistan, the Middle East and
various European capitals. His talk at our spring
lunch was enthusiastically received as he

described the characters; he called his 6 her oe s

and vi | | that mes Bad come across in his
career. Any further reporting on the details about
these villains may lead to a claim for libel! He
also left plenty of time for questions and the
answers were both informative and amusing. It
really was a great way to finish an excellent
lunch.

Alan Green asked me to give the vote of thanks
and if any other member would like to take over
from me next year please let Madeleine know.

Mike Whitson
Chairman




Site Tour of the 2012 Olympic Park i 8 & 9 March 2011

Pudding Mill Lane is not quite the gateway to the Interestingly there are no parking facilities for the
Olympics but is a convenient rear access to the Olympic Village which will house 16,000-17,000
building site. Helpful staff shepherded us through athletes. These residential units will be converted
with various holding pens until presentation to two /sold after the games so parking must have been
Security Officers who probably had to complete all 32 thought about. To be fair, lessons have been learnt
pages of the Census Form. Dodgy credentials from from the Greeks and the legacy of the property has
Sandy C were eventually accepted then onto bus and been planned as life after the Games. The cake box
tour commenced through more security. for basketball will be removed which will save the

: ™ cleaning of the meringue which must have the

; regularity of painting the Forth Bridge.

Basketball Arena Velodrome
The shape of the velodrome does Mother Hubbard
proud. Not sure how the timber will weather as Jack C
PPN tour group Broome boats required regular maintenance. Unlikely
Amazing site. Some 22,000 people working on the to compete with the Aquatics Centre which must be
site but still much to do before opening on 27 July the iconic structure of the Park. If it produces the lines
2012. Not a specific time as marketed by T5 but no onthear t iinsptes‘si_sn, it will be truly remarkable.
baggage handling problems here. People everywhere The steel structu_re which can be_seen from the _k?us
but not the regimentation you see with ants. Massive  Suggests the design has been a nightmare. Absailing
landscaping prospects through the centre of the site ~ Mustnow be partof acladding f i t trainingd s
and in for the long term as planting Oaks! —m

Each building apparently designed by a different
Architect. Not sure if Prince Charles would approve.
Brighton F.C. new stadium could give this stadium a
run for its money. But they did not have to provide an
enormous box/hospitality unit for the Olympic
Committee. On a similar theme, the largest single =
building appears to be the Media/Press Centre ’ b
together with its own parking i as insisted by the Auatics Centre
Committee!

Our guides were not sure whether the £9.2bn included
VAT (you may recall it was missed on the original
estimates) but if anyone recalls the visit to Wembley
Stadium in 2005 there were 2,500 working on the site
and it cost (after claims) £1bn. With 22,000 on the
Olympic Park (not one site) £9.2bn sounds too good to
be true!

A tremendous achievement i particularly as receipts
from gambling is the only way this area of the East End
of London could be funded for development. Have you
tried to get a mortgage recently?

Don Ford
Committee Member




May Lunchtime Comment Club Luncheon i 11 May 2011

This luncheon, at which the guests heard Frederick Forsyth  short term only); the fact that, unlike Switzerland

speak with an amazing recollection of facts, dates and who have codified the legal status of a

personalities involved in international politics, was fully A Ref er ewedrutnedJK have afif rfamal | 0

booked at the Royal Air Force Club. with no rules, all led to an interesting and thought
evoking talk and questions afterwards.

There is no doubt that this author and political
commentator, who started his career at Reuters
has strong views, that are supported with logical
and fact packed evidence, has the ability to
provoke and amuse at the same time.

Guest speaker -
Frederick
Forsyth

He covered three main topics:-

- The European Union and his perceived ultimate
conclusion that it will result in the fiabol Dft i
nat i onaaile.inationd in the EU will ultimately lose
their status as individual nations.

-The i | iwmpe s natuded®f political leaders as soon as
they achieve a position of leadership (despite the braying
and aggression whilst in opposition).

- the recent Referendum on A.V. and the lack of rules to
make such actions little more than the whims of their

on

L PPNb6s table at the Lu
instigators.
The guests left the RAF club enriched and
His references to the bonds of international politicians to feeling that the visit to The Lunchtime Comment
one another, rather than with their fellow countrymen; to Club had been worth while in every way.
the power of it tEes t a bl i gfihamoe,ntheomedia, . .
political institutions and most importantly the Civil Martin Nicholls
Service ) over political leaders (who are there for the Member
The Lunchtime Comment Club welcome PPN members to attend any of its lunches and if you wish to be included on
invitation lists please contact Madeleine (madeleine@ppnonline.co.uk) who will notify LCC.
LCCb6bs events for 2011 can TJandwsioundhtenedoomendcomn t hei r we

College of Estate Management (CEM) PPN Garden Party
and CPD Seminar i 12 May 2011

A successful CEM PPN Garden Party was held on
12th May at Shinfield Grange in Reading. Shinfield
Grange, once owned by the Palmer Family, is a
delightful country house, set in a semi-rural location
and fourteen acres of attractive mature grounds. It was
originally built as a farmhouse in 1655; however
substantial additions were made in 1857 and in the
1930s. It was therefore highly appropriate that we
should have been invited by the College to listen to a
fascinating and enthusiastically delivered talk by Dr
Geoffrey Tyack on 19th and early 20th century
architecture in Berkshire. Guests were also invited to
play croquet, which, although it originated in France
prior to the 14th century, had its first set of rules for the
English game registered (with the Stationers' Livery
Company in London) in November 1856, one year
before the substantial extensions to the original
farmhouse at Shinfield Grange.

On arrival guests were greeted with Pimms on the
lawn and after a brief introductory welcome by Henry
Russell OBE, Course Director, PGDip/MSc in
Conservation of the Historic Environment and our
Chairman, Mike Whitson, sat down to a buffet lunch
accompanied by a selection of wines and soft drinks.

Henry Russell
and Mike Whitson



